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Citizenship education
is normally meant to
guide pupils towards

- political literacy
- critical thinking and the development of
certain attitudes and values

- active participation
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The development of political literacy
may involve:

¢ learning about social, political and civic institutions, as
well as human rights

¢ the study of conditions under which people may live
harmoniously together, social issues and ongoing social
problems

e teaching young people about national constitutions so
that they are better prepared to exercise their rights and
responsibilities

e promoting recognition of the cultural and historical
heritage

e promoting recognition of the cultural and linguistic
diversity of society
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The development of critical thinking and certain
attitudes and values may entail:

® acquiring the skills needed to participate actively in
public life

e developing recognition of and respect for oneself and
others with a view to achieving greater mutual
understanding

e acquiring social and moral responsibility, including self-
confidence, and learning to behave responsibly towards
others

o strengthening a spirit of solidarity
¢ learning to listen and resolve conflicts peacefully
¢ learning to contribute to a safe environment

e developing more effective strategies for fighting racism
and xenophobia
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Active participation of pupils may be promoted
by:

e enabling them to become more involved in the
community at large (at international, national, local and
school levels)

o offering them practical experience of democracy at
school

e developing their capacity to engage with each other

e encouraging pupils to develop project initiatives in
conjunction with other organisations (such as community
associations, public bodies and international

organisations)
EURYDICE! T‘MM agenziascuola
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FIGURE 2.1. APPROCHES DE L'EDUCATION A LA CITOYENNETE TELLE QUE SPECIFIEE
DANS LE PROGRAMME D'ENSEIGNEMENT. ANNEE SCOLAIRE 2004/2005.
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Source: Eurydice.
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Citizenship Education in the

curriculum can be offered as:

e separated subject
e integrated subject
e cross-curricular theme
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Where it is integrated within other
subjects, citizenship education is at
all levels most commonly included
in:

e history

e social studies

e geography

¢ religious and moral education

e ethics

e philosophy

o foreign languages

¢ language of instruction
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In some countries, citizenship education is also
included in subjects such as an introduction to
the world of science (the French Community
of Belgium), the environment (the Czech
Republic, Greece, Cyprus, the Netherlands,
Hungary and Slovenia), regional geography
and basic scientific and technical instruction
(Germany and Cyprus), ancient literature
(Greece and Cyprus), psychology (Greece and
Bulgaria), Latin (Spain), economics (Spain,
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary and Bulgaria),
health education (the Netherlands and
Latvia), the homeland (Slovakia) and life
skills (Iceland)
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" Three distinct approaches to teacher
education

E.
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FIGURE 5.1. FORMATION A L'EDUCATION A LA CITOYENNETE POUR LES ENSEIGNANTS DE L'ENSEIGNEMENT PRIMAIRE ET
SECONDAIRE GENERAL. ANNEE SCOLAIRE 2004/2005.

Primaire Secondalre général

Source: Eurydice.
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The European dimension of citizenship
education
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The European dimension of citizenship
education
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The European dimension of citizenship
education
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School culture and participation in
community life
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School culture and participation in
community life

E.. Pupil participation
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Parental involvement
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Parental involvement

FIGURE 3 3: ROLE DES ORGANES CENTRAUX AVEC REPRESENTANTS DES PANENTS.
ENSEIGNEMENT OSLIGATOWE. ANNEE SCOLAIRE 2004/2005.
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Source: Eurydice
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UNITA’ ITALIANA DI EURYDICE

Via Magliabechi, 1 - Firenze

E-mail: eurydice.italia@indire.it

Tel. +39/055/23 80 325-384

WEBSITES:

Eurydice Italia: www.indire.it/eurydice

Eurydice Europa: www.eurydice.org
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